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CASE  OF  MULTIPLE  FUSmOIDS  COl^mCATING  PKEG- 
NANCY;  REMOVAL  oS4^Ug^fap(5NEAL  TRUSTED 
FIBROID  AT  FIFTH  MONtITTG^SAREAN  SECTION 
AT  TERM  j TWINS ; SUPRAVAGINAL  HYSTERECTOMY ; 
RECOVERY  OF  MOTHER  AND  CHILDREN. 


By  E.  SCOTT  CARMICHAEL,  M.B.,  E.R.C.S., 
Assistant-Surgeon,  Royal  Infirmary,  and  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 

"Women,  Edinburgh. 

Mrs.  L.,  set.  42,  a primipara,  married  for  six  years  without  pregnancy 
or  miscarriage,  Avas  seen  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Gardner,  Leith, 
suffering  from  painful  swelling  in  abdomen  on  25th  October  1911. 
The  pain  was  so  severe  that  both  the  patient  and  her  husband  desired 
something  for  its  relief. 

On  examination,  the  patient  being  five  months  pregnant,  a mobile 
hard  sAvelling  the  size  of  an  apple  and  extremely  tender  was  felt 
on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen  about  the  level  of  the  umbilicus, 
attached  to,  but  freely  mobile  upon,  the  uterus. 

A second  sivelling,  the  size  of  a large  orange,  was  made  out  in  the 
hypogastric  region,  occupying  the  loAver  uterine  segment  and  encroach- 
ing upon  the  cervix,  as  felt  per  vaginam. 

Operation  w^as  recommended,  and  a small  twisted  fibroid  was 
removed  by  laparotomy,  but  as  the  patient  was  extremely  anxious 
to  have  a child,  pregnancy  Avas  permitted  to  go  on,  the  patient 
recoveiing  Avell  from  the  laparotomy. 

On  2nd  February  1912,  about  the  8|  month,  last  menstrual  period 
having  been  12th  May  1911,  the  abdomen  Avas  opened  by  a six-inch 
incision.  The  uterus  Avas  incised  longitudinally  Avithin  the  abdomen. 
The  placentas  AAmre  situated  on  the  left  anterior  uterine  Avail.  Binovular 
male  tAvins  Avere  removed.  The  placentae  were  also  removed,  and  the 
uterus  then  Imought  out  through  the  abdominal  Avound  and  removed 
along  Avith  the  tubes  and  OA'^aries  by  the  isupravaginal  method.  The 
tAvins  Avere  healtjhy  and  revived  immediately.  The  abdomen  Avas  closed 
Avithout  drainage,  the  patient  made  an  uninterrupted  recovery,  and 
has  nursed  one  Of  the  tAAuns  most  satisfactorily. 

The  chief  points  of  interest  in  this  case  are: — (1)  The  age  of  the 
patient  and  thel  long  period  of  sterility  prcAdous  to  the  pregnane}^ ; 
(2)  the  advisability  of  alloAving  the  pregnancy  to  go  on  to  full  term 
after  removal  of|the  subperitoneal  fibroid;  (3)  the  small  incision  made, 
' and  removal  of  the  uterine  contents  Avithin  the  alsdomen ; (4)  supra- 
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hysterectomy  at  term,  a relatively  easy  and  safe  operation ; 
(5)  the  presence  of  twins.  These  Avere  situated  left  and  right.  The 
right  twin  presented  by  the  breech  and  was  delivered  last.  The  left 
twin  presented  by  the  head,  which  lay  in  the  lap  of  the  other  child, 
and  was  delivered  first.  Had  delivery  taken  place  per  vias  naturales 
the  order  of  birth  would  have  been  reversed.  The  Aveight  of  the  tAvins 
Avas  5 and  4^  pounds  respectively. 


1C  orb  Jistcr, 

Lister  is  dead ! 

A sigh  seems  to  Avhisper  round  the  living  Avorld,  the  liAung  Avorld 
Avhich  oAves  so  much  to  him  and  Avhich  knoAvs  so  little  of  him.  It  is 
we  Avho  sigh,  Avherever  our  place  may  be  throughout  the  Avorld,  Ave  Avho 
fight  Avith  disease  and  death,  for  we  realise  that  a great  and  inspired 
Presence  has  passed  from  earth. 

“ But,  0,  the  heavy  change,  noAv  thou  art  gone  ! ” 

We  kneAV  our  loss  Avas  imminent.  We  had  noted  the  advance  of 
4ge  and  infirmity,  the  gradual  AvithdraAval  from  the  activities  of  life  and 
the  beloved  fields  of  study.  We  Avere  prepared  for  the  retirement  and 
seclusion.  Our  hearts  yearned  toAvard  him  Avhen  Ave  learned  that  noAv 
he  only  rose  from  his  bed  occasionally,  and  sat  at  the  AAundoAv  to  AA'atch 
the  setting  sun.  Hoav  we  longed  to  see  him,  to  say  a cheering  Avord, 
to  tell  him  again  hoAV  much  Ave  OAved  to  him.  And  hoav,  sight  groAvs 
dim,  hearing  is  dulled,  conversation  is  a burden.  And  noAv  he  is  gone. 
Lister  is  dead.  Yet  in  our  sigh  of  heartfelt  soitoav  there  is  a feeling 
of  relief,  for  distress  and  Aveariness  are  past,  and  the  long  A'igil  ended. 
Yes  ! happy  the  death  Avhen  Avork  is  done. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  A'^arious  circumstances  that  determined 
the  direction  of  Lister’s  studies  and  equipped  him  for  his  life  Avork. 
He  came  of  healthy  and  vigorous  stock.  He  inherited  scientific  tastes 
and  a lo\m  for  nature.  He  was  brought  up  in  a society  Avhich  set  the 
highest  A^alue  on  moral  qualities,  truthfulness,  simplicity,  earnestness. 
His  education  Avas  thorough  and  liberal,  both  on  the  classical  and 
scientific  sides.  As  a boy  he  Avas  trained  to  observe  minutely  and  to 
record  accurately,  and  he  Avas  early  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the 
microscope.  His  acquaintance  Avith  French  and  German  gave  him 
access  at  first  hand  to  the  records  of  original  Avork  in  these  countries. 
He  Avas  fortunate  in  his  teachers,  fortunate,  too,  in  his  early  introduc- 
tion to  the  clinical  methods  of  the  Edinburgh  school  and  the  salutary 
simplicity  of  Syme. 

He  Avas  fortunate  in  his  personal  characteristics.  He  had  an  un- 
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usually  handsome  presence,  and  his  strikingly  attractive  face  was  but 
the  mirror  of  a calm,  gentle,  earnest,  kindly  spirit. 


No  words  could  be  better  chosen  than  those  of  Henley.  There  Avas 
something  in  that  benign  face  strangely  reminiscent  of  a shy  and 
sensitive  child.  Transparent  clearness,  simplicity  and  directness 
characterised  his  thought  and  speech. 

To  Avrite  an  apj)reciation  of  Lister  is  a difficult  task.  For  though  a 
generation  has  passed  since  the  Avorld  acclaimed  him  as  a great  bene- 
factor, Ave  are  perhaps  still  too  near  to  appreciate  his  figure  in  its  true 
perspective. 

Of  the  ultimate  verdict  on  his  life  and  Avork  Ave  have  no  doubt,  and 
Ave  are  content  to  leave  that  to  the  arbitrament  of  time  and  right 
reason.  MeaiiAvhile,  love  and  loyalty  and  reverence  for  our  great 
Teacher  call  us  to  proclaim  our  estimate.  We  claim  for  him  a place 
among  the  great  masters  of  thought.  Apart  from  the  Avonderful 
insight  and  ability  displayed  in  his  elaboration  of  antiseptic  surgery, 
his  earlier  researches  in  physiology  and  pathology  shoAv  genius  of 
the  highest  order.  The  papers  on  the  early  stages  of  inflammation, 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  on  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  establish 
fundamental  principles,  and  Ave  avouIcI  class  them  Avith  the  Principia 
of  NeAvton.  We  do  not  hold  Avith  the  dictum  that  genius  is  merely 
the  capacity  for  taking  pains,  but  if  this  gift  Avere  the  pass  to  the 
hierarchy  of  genius,  then  assuredly  it  would  admit  Lister,  for  his 
capacity  for  taking  pains  Avas  almost  incredible.  The  same  quality 
of  thought  and  closeness  of  attention  which  Avere  brought  to  bear 
on  the  Aveighty  and  sometimes  appalling  problems  of  surgery  were 
bestowed  on  the  smallest  details,  eAmn  to  the  proper  fastening  of  a 
safety-pin  in  a dressing.  His  constant  study  of  the  infinitely  little 
may  have  strengthened  his  conscientious  care  of  what  to  many  seemed 
trifles.  But  there  Avas  much  more  than  tireless  and  laborious  exacti- 
tude. In  the  planning  of  his  experiments  and  in  his  interpretation  of 
results  Ave  have  to  admit  the  presence  of  that  indefinable  quality  of 
intuition,  the  prescient  eye,  the  iiiAvard  light,  Avhich  mark  the  man  of 
genius. 

If  Ave  turn  our  eyes  from  the  purely  intellectual  qualities  of  this 
great  man  and  consider  his  personal  character  A\^e  find  a Avholly  noble, 
dignified,  unselfish  nature.  Perhaps  the  outstanding  feature  of  Lister’s 


“ Soft  lines  of  tranquil  thought  his  face  fulfil. 
His  face  at  once  benign  and  proud  and  shy.” 


il  character  avas  his  humanity.  He  Avas  not  led  to  his  epoch-making 
>1  work  by  purely  intellectual  aims  or  a natural  love  of  investigation,  but 
I'l  he  Avas  prompted  to  it  by  his  deep  sympathy  Avith  suffering  and  his 
tl  innate  kindness  of  heart.  This  tenderness  was  noticeable  in  his  deal- 
v|  ings  Avith  his  hospital  patients,  and  did  not  escape  the  sharp  eye  of  a 
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street  arab  in  the  Roj'-al  Infirmary,  whom  we  heard  say,  “ He  likes  the 
little  jdns  best,  and  the  auld  women.”  He  had  no  taint  of  selfi.shness. 

His  reiterated  aeknowledgments  of  his  del>t  to  his  friend  Pastenr  are 
well  known.  We  remember  the  eager  enthusiasm  with  which  he  told 
us  of  Koch’s  brilliant  idea  of  solid  culture  media. 

In  the  early  years  of  his  work  in  antiseptic  .surgery  his  sensitive 
spirit  was  often  wounded  by  the  apathy,  the  opposition,  the  misrepre- 
sentation with  which  his  views  were  met.  But  even  when  opponents 
descended  to  unworthy  insinuation  he  replied  with  dignity  and  without 
resentment. 

Nothing  was  more  impressive  in  the  character  of  this  truly  great 
man  than  his  simple  unaffected  modesty.  He  was  the  acknowledged 
master  in  his  own  domain,  but  he  was  open  to  suggestion  and  to  criticism. 

It  would  be  a hard  thing  for  most  men  to  give  up  a method  developed 
at  great  cost  of  time  and  labour,  with  which  their  names  Avere  associ- 
ated, and  which,  in  the  vicAv  of  many,  had  made  them  famous.  But 
when  Lister  became  convinced  that  the  adA^ance  of  science  had  proA’ed 
the  carbolic  spray  Avas  unnecessary  he  AA^as  one  of  the  first  to  giA'e 
up  its  use. 

When  careful  observation  and  repeated  experiment  had  given  him 
confidence  he  spoke  Avith  conviction  and  earnestness.  The  follnAA-ing 
quotation  Irom  one  of  his  addresses  illustrates  at  once  his  earnestness 
and  his  moderation  in  scientific  statement : — “ I felt  it  AA^as  my 
duty  to  speak  Avhat  I believe  to  be  the  truth,  for  I feel  it  to  be  a 
gricA'Ous  thing  that  patients  should  be  hurried  out  of  their  liA’es  or 
deprived  of  usefulness  of  limb  simply  for  Avant  of  sufficient  earnestness 
Avith  regard  to  the  endeavour  to  obtain  complete  exclusion  of  septic  j 
agencies  from  avouucIs,  according  to  our  present  lights  and  our  present  j 

knoAvledge.”  1 

From  time  to  time  discussions  arise  as  to  Avho  is  the  greatest  man.  I 
It  is  impossible  to  expect  that  the  Avorld  can  agree  on  this,  because  I 
the  ideas  of  men  A^ary  as  to  Avhat  constitutes  greatness.  But  if  the  1 
cpiestion  is,  AAdio  of  men  has  done  most  for  his  felloAv-men,  Avho  has  1 
been  the  greatest  benefactor,  there  can  be  only  one  ansAver.  God,  the  I 
All-giver,  gave  this  suj)reme  honour  to  Joseph  Lister.  What  .discovery 
in  science  or  philosophy  has  done  for  the  human  race  Avhat  Lister  has  I 
done  1 We  honour  the  soldier.  AVe  cannot  do  enough  for  him  Avho  ■ 
by  his  skill,  his  epdurance,  his  courage,  has  driven  off  the  invader 
and  saved  his  country.  But  he  has  fought  only  for  his  oaaui  dear  fl 
land.  The  poets  and  philosophers  avIio  have  given  us  great  thoughts 
and  ideals  and  set  ris  in  an  ampler  air — Ave  cannot  repay  them.  But  M 
they  have  sung  and  spoken  for  certain  classes  or  certain  epochs  ; S 
millions  there  are  Avho  can  never  enter  into  their  thoughts.  The 
inventors  and  discoverers  have  laid  us  under  great  obligations  for  fl 
making  life  easier,  more  comfortalJe,  more  happy.  ^ 
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But  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  in  every  land,  and  from  nov' 
to  the  end  of  time  have  an  interest  in  the  work  of  Lister.  Barel}^ 
thirty  years  have  passed  since  Lister  revolutionised  surgery,  and  it  is 
not  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  in  civilised  lands,  Avhere  modern 
surgeiy  exists,  there  are  feAv  individuals  who  have  not  either  in  them- 
selves or  in  the  immediate  circle  of  their  friends  and  relatives,  been 
benefited  by  Lister’s  Avork.  The  Avorld  OAves  much  to  Pasteur,  more 
than  to  any  man  before  him.  AVithout  Pasteur,  Lister’s  Avork  had  not 
been.  But  it  A\ms  Lister  Avho  applied  the  knoAvledge  directly  to  the 
service  of  man.  Pasteur’s  researches  on  fermentation,  on  anthrax, 
on  pebrine,  Avere  of  inA^aluable  assistance  to  the  vineyards,  the  flocks, 
the  silk  industry  of  France.  But  life  is  more  than  meat  and  the  body 
than  raiment,  and  Ave  think  Pasteur’s  supreme  merit  lies  in  having 
ecpiipped  Lister. 

If  Ave  Avere  to  say  Pasteur  had  forged  the  sword  Avith  Avhich  Lister 
conquered,  Ave  fear  our  figure  might  have  brought  a gently  reproving 
smile  from  him  Avho  OAved  so  much  of  the  charm  and  strength  of  his 
character  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  Let  us  say  rather  that  Pasteur 
gave  Lister  the  key  to  unlock  the  iron  door.  This  key  Avas  the  germ 
theory.  But  even  Avith  the  key,  the  Avork  Avas  hard,  for  the  combina- 
tion of  the  lock  had  to  be  learned. 

The  influence  of  Lister’s  personality  on  his  pupils  Avas  very  great. 
It  is  difficult  to  express  it  in  Avords.  There  are  men  all  OA-er  the  Avorld 
to-day  Avho  consider  it  their  highest  honour  that  they  have  been  pupils 
of  Lister,  and  haA’e  Avorked  with  him,  Avho  comfort  themselves  in  dark 
days  Avith  the  thought  that  they  realised  they  Avere  in  contact  Avith 
genius,  and  that  their  prophetic  souls  saAv  the  neAv  era  claAvning. 

None  of  us  Avho  experienced  this  magic  touch,  Avho  felt  the  stimulus 
of  that  great,  earnest,  beneficent  spirit,  can  think  of  it  as  something  lost ; 
the  thought  of  him,  and  Avhat  he  AA^as,  giA^es  an  impression  of  perpetuity, 
and  forbids  us  to  believe  that  death  ends  all. 

Neither  Avas  it  his  belief.  No  survey  of  Lister’s  life  Avould  be 
complete  or  honest  Avhich  failed  to  refer  to  his  attitude  toAvards  the 
great  problems  of  existence,  to  Life  and  Death  and  After.  His  attitude 
to  these  questions,  like  that  of  NeAvton  and  of  Pasteur,  and  of  others 
Avhose  genius  has  plumbed  the  abysses  of  being  or  “oiitsoared  the 
shadoAv  of  our  night,”  Avas  one  of  childlike  humility  and  confidence. 
He  still  looked  to  things  eternal  and  Avalked  humbly  Avith  his  God. 
He  held  the  blessed  hope  of  everlasting  life,  and  believed  in  a happiness 
beyond  the  grave.  Lister  is  not  dead.  J.  S. 

LISTER’S  FELLOW  RESIDENTS. 

John  Beddok,  M.D.(Ediu.)  (1853),  LL.D.,  F.R.S.  The  celebrated  Ethnologist. 

Author  of  The  liaccs  of  Britain  {l8Sb).  TAvice  President  of  the  Anthro- 
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pological  Society.  Served  in  the  Crimean  War  as  Assistant-Pliysician  in 
the  Civil  Hospital  at  Renkeni,  Dardanelles. 

David  Christison,  M.D.(Edin.)  (1851),  LL.D.  A distinguished  Antiquarian. 
Secretary  and  Vice-President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Scotland. 
Served  in  the  Crimean  War  as  Assistant-Physician  in  the  Civil  Hospital 
at  Renkeni. 

Sir  John  Kirk,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  M.D.(Edin.)  (1854),  LL.D.(Edim), 
D.Sc.(Camh.),  D.C.L.(Ox.).  Served  in  the  Crimean  War  with  Beddoe 
and  Christison.  Was  Chief  Officer  and  Naturalist  in  Livingstone’s  Zam- 
besi expedition.  Subsequently  H.M.  Political  Agent  and  Consul-General 
at  Zanzibar  ; British  Plenipotentiary  at  Brussels  to  African  Conference, 
1889-90  ; H.M.  Special  Commissioner  to  Niger  Coast,  1895,  etc. 

George  Hogarth  Pringle. 

Settled  in  Australia,  and  died  many  years  ago. 

Alexander  Strothers.  Died  of  fever  while  serving  in  the  Crimean  War 
as  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon  at  Scutari. 

Sir  Patrick  Heron  Watson,  M.D.(Edin.)  (1853),  LL.D.  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ; twice  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Edinburgh  ; Honorary  Surgeon  to  the  King  in  Scotland. 
Served  in  the  Crimean  War  with  the  Royal  Artillery. 
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Edinburgh  Medico-Chirurgical  Society. 

A MEETING  was  held  on  7th  February,  Mr.  J.  M.  Cotterill  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Struthers  (for  Mr.  Cathcart)  showed — (1)  A patient  after  removal  of 
a calculus  from  low  down  in  the  ureter.  The  position  of  the  stone  was 
revealed  by  an  X-ray  photograph.  The  ureter  was  exposed  by  an  extra- 
peritoneal  operation,  and  the  ureter  was  opened  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
The  stone  was  removed  with  the  help  of  a loop  of  copper  wire  mounted  on 
a handle.  (2)  A man  in  course  of  recovery  after  operation  for  musculo-spiral 
paralysis.  The  humerus  had  been  fractured,  and  at  the  operation  the  nerve 
was  found  stretched  over  the  end  of  the  upper  fragment  and  embedded  in 
callus.  The  nerve  was  freed  and  the  fracture  wired. 

Dr.  Fraser  (for  Dr.  Gulland)  .showed  an  untreated  case  of  myxcedema  and 
a case  of  tabes  dorsalis  in  a woman  aged  53.  In  the  latter  there  was  no 
hi.story  of  syphili.s,  and  the  Wa.ssermann  reaction  was  negative.  There  was 
paresis  of  both  third  nerves  and  hemiatrophy  of  the  tongue.  An  injection 
of  salvansan  was  followed  by  great  improvement  in  these  symptoms,  but  the 
tabetic  .symptoms  remained  unaltered. 

Professor  Caii'd  showed  a man  after  operation  for  enter6- vesical  fistula, 
due  to  cancer  of  the  sigmoid  involving  the  bladder.  Enterectomy  Avas  ]ier- 
formed  ; the  tumour  Avas  then  removed  from  the  bladder  AA’all,  Avhich  Avas 
sutured.  End-to-end  anastomosis  of  the  boAvel  Avas  carried  out,  and  to  aA’oid. 
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